[Feasibility and anti-tumor activity of postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy with gemcitabine for resected pancreatic cancer].
The feasibility and anti-tumor activity of gemcitabine (GEM) as postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy were evaluated retrospectively. Between September 1998 and June 2007, patients with resected invasive pancreatic cancer (stage III, IVa, IVb) were given adjuvant chemotherapy with GEM (GEM group, n=10) or did not receive chemotherapy (n=11). Started the administration of GEM 38.5 days after surgery, and the mean duration was 15.4 months. Grade 3 or 4 adverse event was not observed in the GEM group. There was a significant difference in overall survival between the GEM group and the no-chemotherapy group (p=0.037), but there was no significant difference in disease-free survival between the two groups. Adjuvant chemotherapy with GEM was feasible and showed a benefit in patients with invasive pancreatic cancer.